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Dolly Exhibit Special 
At Country Hall of Fame 


The colorful life and multi-faceted 
career of superstar Dolly Parton is 
chronicled in a special exhibit at the 
Country Music Hall of Fame and 
‘Museum. 

One of the museum’s largest exhibits 
and the first biographical salute honor- 
ing a single country star, Dolly’s life is 
traced from her birth in a small wooden 
house in the hills near Sevierville, Ten- 
nessee, to her latest and most dazzling 
Hollywood production, ‘*Rhinestone.” 

Huge photo-murals, rare documents, 
artifacts, manuscripts, awards, and 
costumes are all used to depict the life of 
this popular performer. Each object was 
personally selected by Dolly with the 
help of her record label, RCA, her per- 
sonal assistant Judy Ogle, her family, 
and the Country Music Foundation, 
which operates the Hall of Fame and 
Museum. 

“We are extremely grateful to both 
Dolly and RCA,” Bill Ivey, director of 
CMF, said. ‘‘We first approached Joe 
Galante, vice president of RCA and 
head of the label’s Nashville division, 
and his staff early this year to determine 
Dolly’s interest. Their reaction was very 
positive, and since that time they have 
played a major role in making this show 
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happen,” he added. 

According to Ivey, Dolly wanted to 
be very involved in choosing items for 
the exhibit. ‘She has been extremely 
excited about this whole concept. Her 
enthusiasm. has been overwhelming.” 
Ivey explained. 

The exhibit is divided into five sec- 
tions: career summary, songwriting, 


- performing, movies, and multi-media 


awards, with major achievements in 
each of these areas highlighted in anum- 
ber of ways. 

“One of the items we are most excited 
about is her ‘Coat of Many Colors,’ ” 
Diana Johnson, associate director of 
CMF, said. “Although the original, 
shown in a grade school picture, has 
long since worn out, her mother re- 
created the coat in 1969 to commem- 
orate her hit song, and it is on display 
for the very first time. The tiny coat is 
exhibited along with the original song 
manuscript in Dolly’s handwriting. 

“We are also pleased with the highly 
personal approach chosen for the ex- 
hibit. Visitors to the Hall of Fame will 
feel as if Dolly is sharing her life and 
experiences with them,” Johnson ex- 
plained. 

Photos of her family, career achieve- 
ments and events taking place during her 
climb to the top are included in each 
segment of the exhibit with Dolly’s 
philosophy and personal thoughts at 
various intervals of her career high- 
lighted through colorful quotes from the 
superstar. Artifacts such as her favorite 
banjo, given to her by a “‘banjo-picking 
friend,’ her famous buttterfly guitar 
used to compose most of her hit songs, 
costumes, scripts and callsheets from 
her past two box office hits, ‘'9 to 5” and 
“Best Little Whorehouse in Texas,” as 
well as her just released ‘‘Rhinestone,”’ 
are all exhibited. 

Clips from Dolly’s earliest television 
appearances, including the “Porter 
Wagoner Show,” ‘Dolly!,”’ and her 
recent HBO special ‘Dolly Parton in 
London,” are on view as well as scenes 
from her movie career. 

“This is just a sampling of the types of 
things we have in the exhibit,’ Johnson 
said. ‘‘Of course some of her wigs will 
be included and dozens of other items 
including all her Grammy Awards‘and 
most of her other major awards. Visitors 
will be able to get a real feel for Dolly’s 
career and what she is like as a person. 
It’s one of the most exciting exhibits we 
have put together.”’ 

“Dolly” will be on display for one 


- year. The country Music Hall of Fame 


and Museum is open daily from 9 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. 
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Emmylou Harris, Rachel Parton and husband Richard Dennison were guests 


during the opening. 





“On hand for the unveiling were CMA officials from lefe Ed Bacon Je Walker- 
Meador, Helen Farmer and Kathy Gurley. 


Twitty Kicks Off Opening 
For Music Village USA 


Music Village U.S.A. held its grand 
opening extravaganza recently with four 
big extravaganza concerts by the legend- 
ary Conway Twitty. 

Twitty appeared for the first time on 
his “home turf’’ with the concerts held 
at the Music Village Theater. 

Twitty is a stock holder of Music 
Village U.S.A. and also has his home 
and showcase of his life and career there 
at Twitty City. 

“We were very excited to be able to 
present this first time appearance of 
Conway Twitty on his home grounds,” 
said Benny Jaggers, president of Music 
Village U.S.A. “And it is most Signifi- 
cant that he, as a stock holder as well as 
a legendary country-music entertainer, 
gave these four spectacular concerts 
here.” 

“We also were pleased to have David 
Frizzell, Ronny Robbins and Jerry Reed 
in concert at Music Village during the 


Grand Opening Extravaganza week and 
have many other big-name entertainers 
scheduled for the remainder of the 
season.’ 

David Frizzell, who's hit singles in- 
clude “I’m Gonna Hire A Wino’’ and 
“Lost My Baby Blues,” kicked off the 
extravaganza week with concerts at the 
Showcase of the Stars. 

Ronny Robbins, who also appeared 
at the showcase on Memorial Day to 
honor the opening of the Marty Robbins 
Memorial Showcase at Music Village, 
was also in concert. Jerry Reed also 
appeared. 

Music Village U.S.A., located in 
Hendersonville’ on Gallatin Road also 
included the Marty Robbins Memorial 
Showcase, the Ferlin Husky Wings of a 
Dove Museum, the Showcase of the 
Stars and is the home of Conway’s 
Twitty City. All of the museums are 
open 9 til 9 daily. 





October Is Country Music Month 
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' Bill Medley 


“His voice is a thing of wonder. The 
man has the capability to move an audi- 
ence with a sound that just seems to ex- 
plode with emotion.”’ 

—Ruth Robinson 
Hollywood Reporter 

“A lot of people ask me what kind of 
singer I am,” says Bill Medley, the bass 
voiced half of the Righteous Brothers, 

“and I guess what I really am is an 
emotional singer. I like to think of my- 
self as someone who strips away all of 
the frills and all the things that really 
don’t matter to get down to the real 
thing...the emotion.” 

Indeed, there still ‘‘ain’t nothin’ like 
the real thing’? and Medley has been 
proving just that for years. 
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‘?’m An Emotional Singer” 


He hails from Orange County, Ca., 


- and was first initiated into the show 


business world by way of an association 
with a quintet called the Paramours. 
Through that local group, Medley met 

Bobby Hatfield and, when the two 
teamed up, the Righteous Brothers were 
formed. 

- Together, they racked up an impres- 
sive number of hit singles including, 
“You’ve Lost That Lovin’ Feelin’,” 
“Soul & Inspiration” and “Just Once 
In My Life.” If. blue-eyed soul ever 
existed, it existed within these Righteous 
Brothers. When the dug split, Medley 
continued racking up chartbusters such 
as the enormously popular “Brown 
Eyed Woman.” 

“But it’s real difficult to lose that 
identity as one half of the Righteous 
Brothers,” he says realistically. ‘And I 
don’t think I ever really want to. It’s a 
very strange and emotional thing to me 
because I don’t want people to forget 
that I was a Righteous Brother—but at 
the same time, I certainly want people to 
so Bill Medley as an \ individual art- 

,” he said. 

ap ve been enjoying and writing coun- 
try music for as long as I can remember, 


and was fortunate enough to have Kenny ~ 


Rogers record one for his ‘‘Kenny” 
album.” 

But there is a comfort factor here with 
regard to country music and country 
fans, that Medley has always felt a kin- 
ship to. 


“T’ve played to many different crowds 
and have always felt that country audi- 
ences seem more receptive to their art- 
ists. They really listen and feel it, and 
once “they get it,’’ they give it right back. 
And I know from my years in this busi- 
ness that the attitude of country radio 
has created this atmosphere. Their loyal- 
ty to their sound and their artists has 
never been compromised. As an artist 
who’s career has encompassed all types 
of music, I’m thrilled to be bringing all 
of my past influences together to truly 
embrace todays country music sound. I 
feel like I’m coming home!,” he pointed 
out. 

Bill’s: new producer, Jerry Crutch- 
field, noted for his current success with 
Lee Greenwood, Brenda Lee, and Katy 


—— = 


Moffatt, is equally as excited. 

“Bill Medley is one of those ex- 
ceptional male vocalists who’s style is 
interwoven with all the basic emotions 
of life. His warmth and maturity tran- 
scends all catagories of music, and the 
new contemporary country market 
place is about to discover a new musical 
excitement that they’ll take great pride 
in laying claim to.” 

So what’s next for a man whose career 
has spanned two generations? More 
concert tours, more recording sessions, 
and quite simply, show business as usual 
for Bill Medley. 

“And that’s because it’s the only 
thing I really know how to,” he con- 
cludes, ‘and I love it! I can’t think of 
anything else I’d rather be doing! 


Johnny Cash Publishing Sold 


Slater Pichinson Music (SPM) after 
purchasing the entire Johnny Cash pub- 
lishing catalogs, “House of Cash,” 
“Song of Cash,” and ‘Family of Man” 
companies is negotiating for two addi- 
tional maior publishing catalogs. 

The undisclosed figures for the Cash 
catalogs is well over seven figures. 

SPM is owned by two music indus- 
tries vets, Marty Pichinson and Colin 
Slater. Pichinson has been involved in 
entertainment industry management for 
such artists as Lou Rawls, Nigel Olsson, 





Jay Ferguson, The Miracles, just to name 
a few. Slater has been involved in the 
motion picture industry and has been 


_ involved in music publishing for such . 


artists as John Denver, Kenny Rogers, 
Judas Priest, The Bay ae Rollers, and 
many more. 


The company is actively looking to 
acquire new publishing catalogs by pur- 
chase or license. SPM is also looking for 
that special client, for their management 
division. 
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* * x OF THE STARS * x * 


Stan Hitchcock as host with the Music Village Show Band 
3 and special guest Buck Trent 
Showtimes Monday through Saturday 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm. Sunday 8:00 pm. 


RADIO 


Thursday, August 30 
Earl Thomas Conley 
Friday, August 31 
Gary Morris 
____ Saturday, September 1 
Thursday, ee 2 | q 2S . Danny Davis and 
Exile oe the Nashville Brass 


Thursday, August 16 tay, September 7 
Ronnie Miisap  s-/« o>? Dave & Sugar 
Friday, August 17 4 ye m 4 Thursday, September 13 
. Thursday, September 20 
, John Conlee 


If you haven’t visited Music Village U.S.A.’s SHOWCASE  RAZZY BAILEY, STEVE WARINER, and many other top 
OF THE STARS you’ve already missed CONWAY name country music entertainers. But it’s not too late to 
TWITTY, RONNY ROBBINS, JERRY REED, GEORGE see all the other big names scheduled to appear at 
STRAIT, BANDANA, REBA McENTIRE, ATLANTA; Music Village U.S.A. through September. 


‘Music Village U.S.A. 


Music Village Boulevard, Hendersonville, TN 37075 (615) 822-1800 





rey 


As we spotlight the country during 


these last lazy, hazy’ days of summer, 
country music is still sizzling around the 
good ole USA. 

Folks here in Nashville are busy pre- 
paring for next month’s annual CMA 
Awards Show and annual Grand Ole 
Opry Birthday Celebration and Disc 
Jockey Convention. 

The big news concerning the week 
long activities---slated October 9-13---is 


_ that it has been moved up by a week. It 


is normally held during the third week in 
October, but has been moved up by one 
week this year. Label shows, awards 
banquets of BMI, ASCAP, and SESAC, 
the Disc Jockey Tape Sessions, and lots 
of parties and fun will highlight the 
week. Of course, it all gets off to a roar- 
ing start on Sunday with the annual 
awards dinner of the Nashville Song- 
writers International Association, and 
the ‘biggie’? of the week on Monday, 
the Country Music Association’s annual 
awards, telecast live over CBS and spon- 
sored by the Kraft Foods Corp. 

Kenny Rogers will host the CMA 
awards show this year held at the Grand 
Ole Opry House. 

The week long activities will culmin- 
ate on Saturday evening at the 9:30 per- 
formance of the Grand Ole Opry with 
the birthday party on the show. 


Unlike Fan Fair, which is devoted to 


_ the country music fans, the DJ conven- 


tion is geared to the industry folks and a 
lot of business is conducted during this 
time. : re 

Barbara Mandrell is indeed a busy 
lady these days. But, then again, isn’t she 
always busy. She, in addition to appear- 


ing in her first movie, opening up her. 


tourist attraction, Barbara Mandrell 
Country, has been signed up as the 


spokeslady for Kinney Shoes and Milli- . 
‘ ken fabrics. 


For all of you aspiring country music 
stars, the rigors of the road are not al- 
ways as romantic as they may appear. 
Just ask the Grand Ole Opry’s Four 
Guys. 


Just take a gander at this travelogue, 
which is taken verbatim, from the Four 
Guys last concert tour. 

“June 13 (midnight)—Group, band 
and bus driver left Harmony House 
restaurant (Murfreesboro Road) for 
shows in Hot Springs, Va., & New York 
state. On I-40 near Crossville, bus blew 
an engine. Waited several hours for lease 


company in Nashville to send another - 


bus. It did. Trip resumed. Drove 15 
miles, bus overheats. Spent several more 
hours at a truck stop. 

“June 14 (morning)—Driver fearful 
of continuing with secon4 bus, so third 





CMI columnist Peggy Mathis and editor LaWayne Satterfield with 
Signature Records artist Adam Baker during a recent concert. Adam has been 
called the “Clark Gable of Country Music’’. 


CMA’s Jo Walker-Meador presents RCA’s Eddy Raven with a certificate 








honoring his first number one song in the nation, “I Got Mexico”. 


is ordered. It arrives around noon and 
journey to Hot Springs resumes. 

‘June 15 (morning)—Start second 
leg of trip to Owego, N.Y., (near Bing- 
hampton). Approximately 50 miles up 
1-81, bus blew inside dual tire. Limped 
to nearest truck stop to wait several 
hours for spare to be installed. 

“June 15 (midday)—Finally got un- 
der way. Less than 100 miles later a sec- 
ond tire on same rear dual blew out. 
Only this one really exploded. Its flying 
heavy rubber severed an air line on bus 
knocking out brakes and clipped a wire 
causing lights to go out. 

“June 16 (early morning)—Had spent 
most of previous night in truck stop 
while new tire was being found, pur- 
chased and installed. Group’s first of 
three shows that day was scheduled for 
11:30 a.m. (A family day picnic for 
about 15,000 IBM Co. employees). De- 
spite all delay, group was only 15 min- 
utes late for first show. Other two went 
off on schedule. 

‘June 16 (late night)—Return trip to 
Nashville was uneventful until bus 
reached same I-40 Crossville exit where 
troubles had begun at start of tour. (See 
June 13 note). Driver informed Guys 
that bus fuel pedal was malfunctioning. 
Moments later the clutch went out, and 
there appeared no way to stop the en- 
gine. Driver nursed the ailing vehicle all 


way back to Donelson Pike exit in Nash- 
ville, turned off there, ran stop sign and 
driver yelled for everybody to hold on 
as we were riding a runaway bus. 

“June 17 (early, early morning)— 
Suddenly driver desperately hit the 
emergency stop, stood on the brakes, 
and finally brought the bus to stop. Its 
engine then started smoking heavily. All 
aboard scrambled from bus. When 
smoke cleared away we re-entered bus 
and retrieved equipment. 

“June 19 (midday)—Group hears 
that lightning had struck Sutton Place 
apartments, damaging about 10 units. 
Concluded driver may have been the 
jinx. One apartment hit by the fire was 
that in which driver lived.” 

We wonder if this had anything to do 
with their recent announcement that 
they were selling their Nashville club, 
The Four Guys Harmony House, which 
they have owned for the past nine years. 
It has been one of Nashville’s most pop- 
ular tourist attractions. 

They feel that operating the club has 
restricted their road work and forced 
them to miss out on important tours and 
dates. Henceforth, they will be con- 
centrating solely on their performing 
and recording career. They record for 
Audiograph Records and their current 
single is ‘How Married Are You, Mari- 
anne?” 
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Ever wonder how pert and pretty Naomi 
Judd keeps her school girl figure? Plenty of 


exercise. She ta a moment out of her 
training here for CMI. 


The new single by Kim and Karmen, 
the daughters of the Statler Brothers’ 
Harold Reid, is out and causing a lot 


of noise. The single, ‘“Honky-Tonk | 


Lullabye’ is helping to set them up as 
artists to be reckoned with. They are on 
Compleat Records. 

Don’t know if we told you that the 
Whites have recently been inducted as 
members of The Grand Ole Opry. They, 
incidentally, along with the Bellamy 
Brothers, have signed a recording con- 
tract with MCA-Curb Records. 

Eddy Raven and Vern Gosdin, two 
of country music’s hottest ‘‘overnight 
successes” have signed three year con- 
tracts with the William Morris Agency. 

RCA’s mother-daughter duo, The 
Judds, have completed their first full 
scale album for the label. Their first was 
a mini-LP which contained only six 
songs. They are one of the hottest acts in 
country music, and are some of the 
finest ladies you will ever meet. 

One of country’s most popular duos, 
Moe Bandy and Joe Stampley, are re- 
ceiving rave reviews nationally over 
their current smash, ‘Where’s The 
Dress?” It is backed up with a hilarious 
video takeoff on “Boy George’s Cul- 
ture Club,” which was the brainstorm 
of Jim Owens Entertainment vice pres- 
ident Gus Barba. 


CBS Records has their own country 
drag queens in “Boy Moe” and “Boy 
Joe.” A tip of the hat to these macho 
men for their courage in doing this song. 
They are currently touring together, 
booked by Encore Talent, and say they 
are ‘“‘enjoying working together more 
now than ever in the past.” This is the 
first time they have worked together in 
three years. 

Speaking of Boy George, will won- 
ders never cease? Dolly Parton re- 
cently informed us that one of her secret 
desires is to record a duet with Boy 
George. She thinks he is a great singer 
and they are both outrageous, so it 
would be a dynamic teaming of the 
images. 

If you haven’t heard the name Adam 
Baker, don’t worry, you will. This ex- 
ceptionally talented young man from 


It’s not often you catch three superstars 
enjoying a good laugh together. We did. 
Brenda Lee, Charley Pride and laughing 
Ray Price share a joke. 


Edmond, Ok., has hit the country music 
scene with a new single on Signature 
Records, ‘“‘Let’s Fall In Love Until 
Eleven.” 

Adam is the most talented young 
singer we have seen hit the country mu- 
sic scene in 10 years. He will be a super- 
star, we predict. He is already widely 
known through the Southwest and Mid- 
western area. Plus, girls, he is good- 
looking and single! 

Ed Bruce and Gail Davies are the 
latest additions to the RCA roster. Look 
for new singles from these talented 
people soon. 


Louise Mandrell’s new book, The 
Mandrell Family Album, has sold so 
good in hardback that her publishers 
have now released it in paperback form. 
Louise has joined the home games 
folks with her new country music trivia 
game. It is selling really good, from all 
reports. 


For all you dyed-in-the-wool Hank 
Williams fans, you will be happy to 
learn that Mack and Sherry Sanders, 
owners of the home, are having the 
house moved to the Music Row area and 
it will be set up for people to tour. 

Sanders said only the actual portion 
of the ouse that Hank lived in will be 
moved. It is being carefully taken apart 
piece by piece, logged in a book, and 
moved to the corner of Division and 
16th Avenue South in Nashville. The 


house will be carefully restored with all ° 


original fixtures and furniture to make it 
exactly like it was when Hank and 
Audrey Williams lived in it. Their 
children, Hank Jr., and Lycretia 
Morris, have been enlisted by Sanders 
to help in the renovation. 

Sanders is owner of country music 
radio stations across the nation, in- 
cluding WJRB and WJKZ-FM in Nash- 
ville. 


Grand Ole Opry star Charlie 
Walker was recently honored with a 
“Charlie Walker Day” in San Antonio, 
Tx. Charlie took wife, DeAnna,and 
their seven children with him for the 
festivities and then they tourned with 
Charlie for two weeks. 


Rex Allen Jr., shows the CMI camera the 
way he learned to ride horses as a boy. 
Wonder if his cowboy father, Rex Allen, 
taught him how to really ride? 


“Two weeks on the road with seven 
children is an experience everyone 
should have,” laughed DeAnna. “It was 


family time and we all enjoyed it, 


though.” 


Did you know that country music is 
the second most popular form of music 
in Great Britain?? According to the 
Country Music Association, it is second 
only to pop music. Maybe it won’t be 
long until it becomes number ONE. 

Larry Gatlin and The Gatlins re- 
cently had to cancel their first concert in 
their performing career. Would you 
believe that it was a command perform- 
ance for the President of the United 
States??? : 

The cancellation - occurred when 
Larry was hospitalized for hepatitis. 
While in Southern Hills Hospital, he 
had a fan who broke through security, 
purporting to be a longtime friend. larry 
filed trespassing charges against him. 

Exile has just cut a new album for 
Epic, under the direction of Buddy 


The Four Guys’ are wondering just how much can happen on one road trip. 





Energetic Barbara Mandrell always has 
time for her family, husband, Ken 
Dudney, son Matthew and daughter, 
Jaimie. She always stresses ‘family 
togetherness”. 

Killen. This group is one of the hottest 
in country music now. 

Country music journalist---he was 
former editor of Country Music Maga- 
zine---Michael Bane has written a new 
book on Willie Nelson. He was the 
writer of the Hank Williams Jr., book, 
“Living Proof.” 

Tammy Wynette did a vocal salute 
to the athletes on the ABC-TV special 
“Olympic Gala.” 

Shelly West has changed record pro- 
ducers. Her sessions will now be under 
the direction of Jim Ed Norman and | 
Barry Beckett. Snuff GArrett and 
Steve Dorff had been producing her. 


Condolences to ‘‘Hee Haw” producer 
Sam Louvullo, whose mother, Louise, 
died in Log Angeles and the family of 
Alice Frizzell, widow of the noted sin- 
ger/songwriter Lefty Frizzell. 

Until we meet again next month, hold 
a good thought, and remember “I will 


be spotlighting the country just for 
you.” N72 


ot 
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Chet Is A Musical Genius 





Chet Atkins gears up to jog. 


Chet Atkins is probably the most 
famous guitar player in the world; and 
he is almost certainly the most recorded 
solo instrumentalist in music history. 

His fame as a producer, musician, and 
executive is unparelleled in Nashville. 
He has received three consecutive Coun- 
try Music Association awards as “‘In- 
strumentalist Of The Year”’ since 1981, 
won a total of six CMA “Instrumental- 
ist’” awards all together, and has been 
nominated for it every year it has been in 
existence. In 1973, he also became the 
youngest person ever elected to the 
Country Music Hall of Fame. 

What the world now recognizes as a 
“Chet Atkins’ style” record was a while 
in coming, however. “‘I’d play a lick like 
Django Rhinehart or Andres Segovia or 
somebody, and the others, sure enough 
would say, ‘Yeah. Sounds just like him.’ 
And it would make me furious to have 
that ringing in my ears. | thought, ‘I’ve 
got to get my own licks, try to work up 
my own things,” Atkins recalls. 

Chet developed a touch on the guitar 
strings that made him the envy of every 
picker in America. ‘Me and Merle Tra- 
vis were about the first non-classical gui- 


| tarists to do finger-style guitar, I think. 


You play two-part harmony with your 
fingers. You play sixths and thirds in 
chords,”’ is how he describes it. 
Beyond that, though, ‘I keep think- 
ing, ‘What is it that has made me suc- 


cessful?’ I guess maybe its the feeling, the 
heart that I try to put into my playing,” 
he continues. ‘‘The reason I think that is 
is because I’m not a technician. I can’t 
play fast like a lot of guys...1 always 
thought I was just a warm player.” 

These days, Atkins spends a typical 
day rehearsing for his still-numerous 
concert appearances, producing records 
for others, experimenting in his studio, 
and conducting business. Before each 
day begins, however, “I get up early to 
exercise and run around my basement. I 
put on records and exercise to ‘em.”’ 

“For two or three years, I’ve been 
going to my basement and exercising to 
records. I don’t know why | didn’t think 
of this album before!’”’ Chet smiles. “It’s 
so hard to find something with the right 
tempo when you’re working out. So I 
made this album for joggers with their 
Walkmans.”’ 

“Work It Out With Chet,’ his 
debut LP on CBS, is a collection of 
melodies that segue into one another in 
tempo especially arranged for exercis- 
ing. It’s also a mighty fine sounding al- 
bum. “I got a young producer, Randy 
Goodrum, to help me to get a contem- 
porary sound,” says Atkins. 

He doesn’t have to worry about that. 
Chet Atkins, whenever and wherever he 
plays, is as ‘contemporary sounding” as 
tomorrow. Musical geniuses are like 
that. 
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THE WHITES: A Creative Force In Bluegrass 


ments, including mandolin and piano, 
Buck formed The Down Home Folks in 
1962, highlighting the equally impres- 
sive talents of his wife Pat and his two 
young daughters, Sharon and Cheryl. By 
the mid-Sixties, the family group had 
attracted considerable attention in blue- 
grass circles and not only because ac- 
complished female musicians were a 
rarity in the genre (Sharon, for example, 
impressed many with her assured guitar 
playing.) 

The fact was, whatever style of music 
The Whites turned their talents to, they 
left it with their own distinétive trade- 
mark--strong vocal harmonies, out- 
standing arrangements and powerful 
instrumental backing. In 1973, Pat had 
dropped out of active performing 
leaving Buck, Sharon and Cheryl to 
form the core of The Whites. The fam- 
ily’s gospel material garnered consider- 
able praise, but it was their success as 
bluegrass artists that prompted them to 
relocate to Nashville in 1971. 

By that time the group had been per- 
forming in bluegrass festivals in and 
around their homebase of Portsmith, 
Arkansas for several years. 

The Nashville move proved to be an 
auspicious one. Buck left his full time 


An enduring and immensely popular 
country music family, The Whites-- 
father Buck and daughters Sharon and 
Cheryl--have been a vital creative force 
in bluegrass and pure country sounds 
for over two decades. 

With the release of ‘Old Familiar 
Feeling,” their debut album on Warner/ 
Curb Records, they have brought their 
fresh and distinctive music to a whole 
new audience. The 10 lovingly selected 
and exuberantly authentic tunes on 
“Old Familiar Feeling” feature not 
only The Whites’ unforgettable vocal 
and instrumental skills, but the talents 
of a number of special guest artists, from 
the virtuoso dobro of Jerry Douglas-- 
long time member of The Whites road 
band--to the guitar artistry of Ricky 
Skaggs, husband of Sharon White. 

On “Old Familiar Feeling,” The 
Whites have delivered one of the most 
sheerly entertaining country offerings 
in recent memory. 

Buck White--founder of both the 
family and the musical group--was born 
in Oklahoma and raised in Texas, where 
he was exposed at an early age to the rich 
musical heritage of the area, from swing 
to honky tonk to bluegrass. While still 
a teen-ager he honed his instrumental 





and vocal skills playing barn dances and ~_ work in construction to devote his ener- 
when, in high school, he moved with his - gies to The Whites’ growing musical 
band to Abilene, Texas, they became The Whites moving up the ladder of success. commitments. Throughout the Seven- 
notable radio music stars. (eGnstiuell op Page 10) 
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Parton and Stallone Outshine “Rhinestone” 


By LaWayne Satterfield 
CMI Editor 


It was a star-studded evening in Nash- 
ville recently when Music City turned 
out in full force for the Tennessee pre- 

_miere of ‘‘Rhinestone” the latest movie 
starring Dolly Parton and Sylvester 
Stallone. 

The Nashville premiere---there were 
three, one in Los Angeles and one in 
New York---benefited the Grand Ole 
Opry Trust Fund. The monies received 
from the sale of the $35 tickets a- 
mounted to more than $40,000, the 
largest single contribution ever, and is 
earmarked for needy country musicians 
and their families. 

The movie—and even the contribu- 
tion received—were secondary to the 
stars of the evening---Parton and Stal- 
lone---who outshined country music 
counterparts and other members of the 
cast. 

The gala premiere was held in the Roy 
Acuff Therater at Opryland, with a press 
conference following the movie on stage 
of the Grand Ole Opry House. The 
evening was capped off with a party in 
the Adams Ballroom of the Opryland 
Hotel, which had to be expanded to 
accomodate the crowd. 


Parton and Stallone charmed the 
crowd with their quick wit and obvious 
delight with the movie and the fun of 
working together. 

*Ain’t he pretty?’ Dolly asked the 
crowd before the movie began. “He’s 
just as good as he is pretty,” she quipped. 


During the press conference, it was 
brought out that: 
** Dolly eased the tension of ‘being to- 
gether for 12 hours a day on the movie 
set.’ When you are together that long 
and that much, you tend to get on each 
other’s nerves,” said Stallone. ‘It was 
great being in your face,”’ the rugged 


actor said to Dolly, who retorted, 
“Well, I’m gonna miss being in your 
face.” : 

The gala premiere was held in the Roy 
Acuff Theater at Opryland, with a press 
conference following the movie on stage 
of the Grand Ole Opry House. The 
evening was capped off with a party in 
the Adams Ballroom of the Opryland 
Hotel, which had to be expanded to 
accomodate the crowd. 


* Stallone said that ‘working with Dolly 
is one of the great experiences of my 
life.” 

*Parton announced several new pro- 
jects she is working on, saying: ‘‘I.dream 
up new ones all the time. Lord, I’m into 
everything.” She is currently writing a 
screenplay for ‘9 to 5” co-stars Lily 
Tomlin, Jane Fonda and herself. She is 
also working on songs for a Christmas 
album to be recorded with Kenny 
Rogers. 

*Parton also said that a network tele- 
vision special is in the preparation stages 
based on the Willie Nelson album, ‘“‘The 
Winning Hand.” It also featured Kris 
Kristofferson and Brenda Lee. The al- 
bum is on the financially plagued Monu- 
ment label, which Parton indicated she 
had been ‘talking about buying.” 
*Parton also said that any future con- 
cert work for her is ‘‘down the road.” I 
miss the road and I miss the fans, but I 
have a lot of things I need to get caught 
up with.” 

*Stallone revealed his next movie, a 
sequel to ‘First Blood,” will take him to 


the Far East for filming. 
Among the stars who turned out for 


the gala evening were Shelly West, 
Emmylou Harris, Jim Ed Brown, Ronnie 
Prophet, Johnny Russell, Jimmy C. 


Newman, Joe Bonsall, Archie Campbell, - 


Del Reeves, Del Wood, Pearl Butler, 
Deborah Allen, Lulu Roman, Grandpa 
Jones and Ramona and Kenny Rogers’ 
wife, Marianne. 









Shelly West and her date enjoyed the party, 
after the premiere. 





Grand Ole Opry stars Del Reeves and Del 


Wood attended the festivities. Wood was 
in the movie. 


Jimmy C. Newman and Johnny Russell Ronnie Prophet and comic actor 
enjoy a.moment together during the E Mayf Nutter. 
Rhinestone party. 








Photos by HOPE POWELL 


‘Ain’t he pretty?” Dolly asked the crowd Stallone and Parton charmed the folks Don and Anne Warden were all smiles Jim Owens and fiance’ Lorianne Crook, 
about Sly. attending the premiere. during the gala. Warden works with co-star of “This Week In Country Music”. 
Parton. 
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International Fan Club Organization Spotlight 


By:Loudilla, Loretta & Kay Johnson 


We are delighted to be joining you 
each month through the pages of Coun- 
try Music Inquirer. 

This is your column and we intend 
that it be much more than a listing of fan 
clubs and artist contact addresses. We 
want to keep you updated on news, fan 
club events, addresses and information 
you - our readers - are seeking. 

So let us hear from you; that’s the best 
way we have of knowing who and what 
you want to read about. 





Loretta Lynn 


Retroactive to Fan Fair ‘84 for just a 
moment, we would mention that among 
the hardest workers of the week .are 
those who host exhibit booths...more 
than 300-strong this year. Winners in 
the Fan Fair Booth Competition (selec- 
ted by other exhibitors) were the Lor- 
etta Lynn Fan Club, Reba McEntire 
Fan Club and Conway Twitty Fan 


Club, in that order. 


The International Fan Club Or- 
ganization presents booth awards in 
two categories, selected by a panel of 
judges which moves through the display 
area to view each booth individually. In 
the Professional Designed/Built com- 
petition, Conway Twitty’s Christmas 
theme tock home IFCO’s trophy, with 
Loretta Lynn’s and Tammy Wy- 
nette’s fan clubs coming in second and 
third, 

In the Fan Club Designed/Built com- 
petition, winners were Brenda McGar- 
vey Fan Club, Billy ‘Crash’? Crad- 
dock Fan Club and the Oak Ridge 
Boys Fan Club. This year’s overall ex- 
hibits probably surpassed any previous 
year with some very impressive dis- 
plays which were not among the prize 
winners. 

Producer/manager Billy Murray has 
taken two of the versatile Jordanaires - 
Ray Walker and Duane West -and 
teamed them with the seasoned voices of 
the two ladies known as Country Lace- 


ontinenty, 


Jountry Music Neivs 


Maxine Cothron and Euna Deaton - 
to form the truly country group High 
Cotton. They have already launched a 
fan club with Wanda Jones presiding, 
Rt. 1, Box 207-A, Kilgore, TX. 75662. 
Loretta Lynn, who proved to be 
United Way’s #1 money-raiser several 
years ago, has done the 1984-85 film, 
too. The project is the largest non-the- 
atrical release in the country, with over 
9,000 prints being distributed to United 
Way agencies. Loretta has also re-signed’ 
with Crisco as their National Spokes- 
person but the new pact also includes 
the newer Butter Flavored product, 
for the first time. Her fan club celebrates 
its 21st year under the same Presidency 
during the month of August. You can 
contact Loudilla, Loretta & Kay 
Johnson at Box 177, Wild Horse,Colo. 
80862-0177. 





Canyon 
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Ronnie Milsap 


Norma Barthel, who headed the fan 
club for Ernest Tubb for more than 40 
years, has placed the operation on the 
inactive list. This action, of course, was 
prompted by E.T.’s inability to actively 
work the road or otherwise perform 
publicly for more than a year now. 
Those of you who would like tokeep up © 
with the status of Ernest’s health and 
everything else that’s happening can 
still reach Norma at Rt. 1, Box 126, 
Roland, Okla., 74954. 

Ronnie Milsap has reactivated his 
fan club with free memberships for all. 


(continued on Page 23) 
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By LaWayne Satterfield 
CMI Editor 


MCA Records’ Gene Watson is an 
interpreter of people’s lives, their inner- 
most thoughts and the sadness they try 
to hide from the world. 

He is a people person. In carrying that 
title, it opens him up to carefully capture 
in words and songs the depth of emo- 
tions in the lives of everyday people. 

When he looks for songs to record, 
therefore, he seeks out the ones that 
speak to the reality of life. He searches 
for songs that are so real they often bring 
tears to the eyes and re-opens old 
wounds. 

Gene is not a sadist, nor does he set 
out to find songs that border on the 
hurting part of life. Instead, he looks for 
songs that deal with reality. 

“Life is not 100 percent fun and 
games,” he said recently in an interview 
at the CMI office. ‘Life is a mixture of 
happiness and sadness. People like to 
hurt and they do have sadness, so when I 
look for a song,to record, the song has to 
say something and deal with reality. 
When I sing a song, I live it. I act it out 
just like in a play. You stand up there in 
front of a microphone and sing and 
watch the reaction on people’s faces. 
You know immediately when you have 
reopened an old wound by the look on 
the face. Or you know when you are 
singing about an experience that has 


, 


happened. 1 can read the faces of the 
people in my audience and I almost 
know what they are thinking and feel- 
ing.” 

When Gene picked ‘Farewell Party” 
to record, a lot of people told him the 
song was too sad and too morbid...that it 
would turn people off. 

“T liked the song and what it had to 
say....1 knew that it was a song that a lot 
of people could identify with personally, 
or from an experience that had hap- 
pened to someone else,” he said. 

“Farewell Party” turned out to be his 
biggest song to date and is a favorite of 
fans during his shows. The tune was big 
and so popular, in fact, that Gene named 
his band, The Farewell Party Band. 

“That song reaches out and touches 
people even today. The popularity of the 
song and the way people respond to it, 
tells me a lot about the thinking of peo- 
ple concerning their music,’’ he said. 

Good songs brilliantly performed 
have been the main ingredient in the 
successful career of Gene Watson. In 
1974 he hit the country music scene 
with a smashing tune called ‘Love In 
The Hot Afternoon’ which hit the top 
of the charts and made the name Gene 
Watson a household word. Each Suc- 
ceeding release has further solidified 
Gene as a consistent artist with top of 
the chart staying power. 

Among his numerous hits are ‘‘Paper 
Rosie,” ‘Where Love Begins,” ‘14 
Karat Mind,” “Speak Softly You’re 


Talking To My Heart,” “You Could 
Know As Much About A Stranger,” 
“Should I Come Home Or Should I Go 
Crazy,”’ ‘“You’re Out Doing What I’m 
Doing Without,’’ and others. 

The exceptional thing about a Gene 
Watson recording is the extraordinari- 
ness of his songs. But selecting those 
songs is not always as easy as it may 
seem. 

“T will look for a good song any- 
where,”’ says Gene, who owns several 
publishing companies, but is not apt to 
cut a song just because he has publishing 
on it. 

“JT don’t care who wrote or published 
it if it is a song that I can believe in, can 
experience and relay that feeling on 
record, I am going to cut it. I have cut 
songs by unknown writers, just because 
they were good. At the same time, if 
there is a song in my publishing com- 
pany that is as good, one that is equal 
quality, as one that is not, I would be a 
fool not to record it,’”’ he explained. 

“T don’t cut songs as favors or to gain 
political favor. I look for songs that are 
strong, commercial and one that makes 
me feel like I experienced it last night,” 
he continued. ‘‘A song may be about an 
experience someone has, but I want a 
song to tell how you felt when you were 
going through that experience. It has to 
reach out and touch people and their 
lives.” 

When Gene cuts a song it is always 
with the aim of that song being released 





as a single. He doesn’t cut “B” sides or 
album cuts. Consequently, when he has 
an album released that has four singles 
pulled from it, he is the least surprised 
of all. 

“J can truthfully say that I have never 
cut a song that I would be ashamed now 
to go back and pullas asingle. Thank the 
good Lord, I have always had the free- 
dom from my record company to be 
this selective. But I think it is because 
they always have known that I try to cut 
only strong material,” said the singer 
who can interpret country lyrics second 
to none. 

But for all the good material,’’ that 
Watson has recorded through the years, 
hitting the number one position in the 
country charts has always eluded him. 
Today, he is taking giant steps to allev- 
iate that. = 

“T have recently made a lot of changes 
in my organization, changes that I be- 
lieve will broaden my music and appeal. 
Most of my career has been spent work- 
ing in clubs and now | am shooting for a 
broader audience through concert 
work,”’ he said emphatically. 

The singer softly explained that many 
of his fans regard his music always as 
pure as they do gospel music. Many of 
them will not go to clubs, therefore, they 
have been denied the opportunity of 
seeing him perform. 

“T have had a lot of people come up to 
me and say they would like to bring their 
families to see me perform, but they 


don’t go to clubs. I have just changed 
booking agencies and now most of my 
dates will be geared toward concert 
work.” 

Watson likened the success in coun- 
try music to a step-ladder. “I know that 
I will be starting on the bottom rung of 
the ladder by just now breaking into 
concert work, but I am willing to do it. I 
will be the opening act on a lot of con- 
certs, but that will be okay, too. I also 
know that I won’t stay at the bottom for 
long.” 

Gene has named Larry Booth, a for- 
mer member of his band, as his new 
manager. He filled the spot after his 
longtime manager/producer Russ 
Reeder retired. 

“T could have chosen a lot of people, 
but I wanted someone who believed in 
me and what I was doing. I wanted some 
one that we could grow together. Larry 
will make some mistakes, but we will 
learn from them. He is a hard worker, 
knows the business and really believes in 
me. I tell you it was really hard to take 
him out of the band because he was vital 
there. Larry’s brother, Tony, is now 
fronting the band and opening my show 
for me,” the singer explained. 

One of the best country music shows 
on the entertainment circuit today is 
Gene’s. His ability to paint pictures with 
his song, his smooth mellow, yet haunt- 
ing voice, and the superb showmanship 
of his band, all combine to make him an 
exciting performer. 


s for fans * 


signing autograph 


Born in Palestine, Tx., halfway be- 
tween Houston and Dallas, much of 
Gene’s childhood was spent traveling to 
wherever his father could find work. 

“My Dad worked hard and he always 
did whatever it took to make a livin’,”’ 
Gene recalled. 

His father worked in the various saw- 
mill towns which dot East Texas and he 
also did farm labor. He and his wife and 
seven children lived and traveled in a 
remodeled school bus. ‘Nowadays with 
motor homes being so popular, people 
might think that we lived a life of lei- 
sure,” Gene grins. “We would go from 
crop to crop in that school bus and work 
in the fields. When you don’t know 
much about the finer things in life, you 
don’t know if you’re doing good or 
bad.” 

Finally, Paris, Tx., located near the 
Oklahoma border became home. This is 
where Gene attended school until he 
dropped out in the ninth grade to help 
support the family. 

“Even while I was still in school I was 
working in the automobile wrecking 
yards in the evenings and on Saturdays,” 
he says. “‘I’d get out of school and ride 
my bicycle to work where I’d take cars 
apart to sell the used parts.” 

“T thought I’d grow up to be a mech- 
anic,” he confides, ‘“‘which I did as far as 
making a living was concerned. Singing 
was something | did all the time anyway. 
I couldn’t imagine anybody getting paid 
to do it.” : 


Re 


one thing =i 


Gene’s entire family sang and played. 
His earliest singing was done in church. 
“We did most of our singing in the Pen- 
tecostal Church. Singing was more a way 
of life back then. Music was something 
that just came natural to me. I loved to 
sing no matter where it was or who it was 
for. It made me feel good that people 
appreciate my singing.” 

An early influence on Gene’s singing 
was the blues. ‘A lot of blacks usually 
lived around the sawmills. My Dad also 
played a lot of blues. Some people say 
they can detect blues in my singing style. 
I used to sing a lot of the old black kind 
of blues, I like that flavor of music. But 
what it all boils down to is that I am just 
country.”’ 

Ultimately, Gene and his music came 
to the attention of Russ Reeder and Roy 
Stone. They were so impressed with him 
that they formed a partnership and 
brought him to Nashville to record. The 
first recording was ‘‘Autumn In June” 
and was on the Wide World label. 

The partnership was ultimately dis- 
solved and Reeder formed Resco Rec- 
ords. The record ‘Bad Water’? became 
Gene’s first chart hit. The record was 
followed by ‘Love In The Hot After- 
noon” which led to Gene’s first major 
recording contract with Capitol Rec- 
ords. 

Finally he was able to quit his job in 
an auto shop and devote his time to 
music. He reasoned that if his music 
career didn’t work out that he could 
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always go back to being a mechanic. 
Gene told me once several years ago 
that he still had his mechanic tools be- 
cause he might have to use them again 
someday. I reminded him of the conver- 
sation and asked if he still kept the tools. 


“Yes,” hé acknowledged. “I don’t 
take anything for granted. The good 
Lord gave me this voice and He can take 
it away. I usually have bronchitis about 
once a year and it always makes me stop 
and think what would happen if I lost 
my voice perrnanently. There are some 
singers who think once they have had 
some chart records that they have got 
it made. Well, that’s not me. The same 
one who gave me the voice is the same 
one who can take it away.” 


Gene’s consistency and integrity are 
reflected in his personal life as well as 
his music. “I don’t live the kind of life 
that people think most entertainers 
live,’ he smiled. “I am not a dopehead 
or a drunk. I haven’t run off and left my 
wife. I’m a homebody and I’ve been 
married to the same woman since 
1960.” 

And so, Gene Watson, aman of hum- 
ble beginnings who had the odds of 
success stacked against him, has risen to 
be among the best of his profession. He 
defines a country song merely by sing- 
ing it. 

“The people have been good to me,” 
he concludes. “I’ve had real good luck 
and I can’t complain.” 


14 COUNTRY MUSIC INQUIRER SEPTEMBER 1984. 


ALBUM REVIEWS 


é EDDY RAVEN 
“I Could Use Another You” 
RCA Records. 
Producers: Eddy Raven & 
Paul Worley. 
This is a very well produced and executed 
album, although it’s disappointing that it 


doesn’t have more “Raven penned songs’’. 


‘ Sv akeaciel 
indices It does have the number one song, "I Got 


Teor mene ‘ a : Mexico” plus ‘Keeper Of The Flame’’, 
{JUST FOR THE SAKE OF. : : "Looking For Ways”, ''Solo Sometimes’, as 


ors amawn hee well as his current single, ''I Could Use 
YOURHEART 


Another You”’. A must for your library. 


GARY MORRIS: 

“Faded Blue” 

Warner Brothers. 

Producers: Jim Ed Norman and 

Gary Morris. 
The lush, rich, velvety voice of Gary 
brings life to the fine selection of songs in 
this second album for Gary. With one of 
the most exceptional voices in all of the 
music industry, the brilliant delivery, 
enhanced by the arrangements of Bergen 
White, this LP not only promises, it 
delivers. Picks are “Between Two Fires”’, 
“Bye Bye Bye’, ‘Second Hand Heart” and 

“Bed Of Roses’’. 


VERN GOSDIN: 

“There Is A Season” 
4 Compleat Records. 

Producer: Blake Mevis 


The country soulful sound of Vern 
Gosdin is making him become known as 
"The Voice’. This album is full of The 
Voice reaching out and touching your 
soul. It contains his first number one 
single, ‘I Can Tell By The Way You 
Dance’. Emmylou Harris and Roger 
McGuinn join Vern on this album. Tunes 
include ‘‘What Would Your Memories Do” 
“Pve Got A Heart Full Of You” and 
“Stone Cold Heart”’. 


GEORGE JONES: 

*You’ve Still Got A 

Place In My Heart” 

Epic Records. 

Producer: Billy Sherrill. 
This 
album, though deep gutted country with 
lyrics you can hang you life on, is more 
positive and sounds more upbeat than 
anything Jones has recorded in a long 
time. Selections include the title song as 
well as “From Strangers To Lovers To 
Friends”, ‘I’m Ragged, But I’m Right’, 
"Your Lying Blue Eyes”, and “Even The 

Bad Times Are Good”. 


THE NITTY GRITTY 

DIRT BAND: 

“Plain Dirt Fashion” 

Warner Brothers. 

Producers: Marshall Morgan and 
Paul Worley. 


Their first LP on Warner Brothers has 
just proved what we have knownallalong 
..they are artists to be more appreciated 
than they have ever been given credit for. 
An exceptional album, beautifully pro- 
duced. Selections, ‘Long Hard Road (The 
Sharecropper's. Dream)”, “'Two Out Of 
Three Ain't Bad’, "I Love Only You.” 
Move up boys and move over Alabama. 
Best group sound out today. 


JUICE NEWTON: b 
“Greatest Hits” 
Capitol Records. 
Producer: Richard Lanis. 
Associate Producer: Otha Young. 


This album is the winner of the year. It’s 
Juice in her finest form, singing some of 
the best songs that seem to have been per- 
fectly tailored to her voice. Selections 
include "Angel of The Morning”, “The 
Sweetest Thing (I've Ever Known)’, ‘Queen 

Of Hearts”, ‘Break It To Me Gently’’. 








Congratulations to WHOS radio in 
Decatur, Al., on their first anniversary! 
They have been on the air as an all 
Southern Gospel Music Station for a 
little over a year now and are really ex- 
cited about the way the people in that 
area have responded to their program 
ming. 

Air personalities include station own- 
er, Mack Bramlett, Bob Lankford 
and my favorite, Emmett Ferguson. 
One of the unique things about the 
WHOS programming is that they are an 
all music station Monday through Fri- 
day which is unusual for a Gospel AM 
station. 

The listening audience seems to love 
the format! Hats off to you, WHOS! It’s 
been a great first year and we are looking 
forward to your second. You have come 
from way behind to become the number 
two station in the market in just one 
year. 

The Speers have just completed a 
three week tour of Germany, perform- 
ing for churches and on army bases, and 
college campuses. Sponsored by Ger- 
many’s Church of the Nazarene and co- 
ordinated by District Superintendent 
Hugo Danker, the tour orginated from 
Danker’s Nazarene Headquarters in 
Hannau, Germany. 

Performing eight major concerts in 
several German towns and cities, the 
Speer’s music was translated into Ger- 
man by Pastor Danker. In spite of the 
language barrier, by the end of the tour 
the Speers had quite a following of Ger- 
man fans. 

A highlight of the German perform- 
ances was a featured spot on prime time 
German television during the evening 
news hour. In addition to the concert 
activities, the Speers were able to tour 
much of Germany including communist 
controlled East Germany. They also saw 
the world famous Passion Play in 
Oberammergau. : 

This was the first overseas concert 
tour in the 63 year career of the Speers: 

Ken Apple, owner and manager of 
the Ken Apple Family is pictured here 
with Bobby Jones as the Apple Family 
taped a recent episode of the nationally 
televised BOBBY JONES GOSPEL. 

Ken and Bobby discussed some of 
Ken’s song material that Bobby was in- 
terested in for future tapings and poss- 
ible recording. Ken is a dynamite song- 
writer for Ben Speer Music Publishing 
here in Nashville. 

He is best known for his songs, ‘No 
Longer A Stranger” and ‘‘A People Re- 
deemed”’ as recorded by the Speer 
Family. 

Ronnie Drake and Ronnie Hinson 
have formed a company called the Music 
Machine, Inc. They will be handling 
publishing, promotions, radio mail-outs 
and they offer a special service to quar- 
tets and groups who are just getting 
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started or who are interested in possible 
full time work in the gospel music field. 
Both Drake and Hinson have sched- 
uled successful seminars in which they 
teach the groups grooming, stage presen- 
tation, vocal coaching, etc. They tell me 
that these seminars have proved quite 
successful and they are beginning to 
schedule seminars for the 1985 calendar 
year. If you would be interested in 
scheduling a seminar, please call Ronnie 
Drake at 615/834-0591 or write to him 
in care of The Music Machine, 322-A 
Oriel Avenue, Nashville, TN. 37210. 
Former Louisiana Governor Jimmie 
Davie was recently awarded an honor- 
ary degree of Doctor of Music, honoris 
causea from Louisiana State University. 
Always a lover of country and gospel 


Former Louisiana Governor Jimmie 
Davis was recently awarded an honor- 
ary degree of Doctor of Music, honoris 
causea from Louisiana State University. 

Always a lover of country and gospel 
music, Davis worked his way through 
college playing guitar on street corners. 

“’d pass a hat and play until a cop 
would chase me off, and then I’d go to 
another corner.’”’ While attending LSU, 
he played in a quartet, ‘The Tiger 
Four,” literally singing for his supper. 

He began composing country music 
while teaching at Dodd College in the 
late 1920’s. Shortly thereafter, he left 
teaching to become a full-time pro- 
fessional country and gospel singer. His 
first recording was for Victor in 1929. 

Jimmie Davis is the author of such 
legendary songs as ‘“‘Nobody’s Darling 
But Mine,” ‘Sweethearts or Strangers,” 
“Mansion Over The Hilltop,” and the 
Louisiana State song ‘'You Are My Sun- 
shine.” 

In addition to being named Gospel 
Singer of the Year in 1958, he has re- 
ceived the most distinguished awards 
given to a musician--election to the 


Songwriters Hall Of Fame in 1971 and 


the Country Music Hall of Fame in 
1974. 

The graduation exercises drew some 
15,000 Louisianians who awarded 
Jimmie Davis a standing ovation after 
they serenaded him with a rousing rendi- 
tion of “You Are My Sunshine.”’ 

Jimmie Davis has just completed his 
debut release on the RiverSong record 
label entitled Mem’ries. He has re- 


corded over 50 Ip’s throughout his long 


career, on various record labels. 
Norman Holland,Director of Radio 
Promotion for RiverSong/LoveSong 
Records has announced the details of a 
major radio contest centered around the 
release of the Cathedral Quartet’s brand 
new single, ‘“An Old Convention Song.” 
Featured cut from their latest River- 
Song release, The Prestigious Ca- 
thedral Quartet,” the single was co- 


‘written by Tim Lovelace and Jerry 





by Becky Hughes 


Powell and is published by the Cathed- 
ral’s Homeward Bound Music Publish- 
ing Company. 

The promotion plan includes a song 
contest featured on over 100 major gos- 
pel stations nationwide. Local winners 
will receive a Cathedral Quartet River- 
Song record library and then will be 
eligible for a grand prize drawing. The 
grand prize winner, along with their local 
station manager, will both receive a trip 
for two to the 29th annual National 
Quartet Convention in Nashville, TN. 

This will include hotel accomodations 
at NQC hotel headquarters—The Hyatt 
Regency, front row seats to the conven- 
tion on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 


_nights, and a tour of the offices of River- 


Song Records. To top off the event, the 
winners will have dinner with The Ca- 
thedral Quartet, as well as RiverSong 
President Bill Traylor and NQC execu- 
tive director, Stephen Speer. One hun- 
dred dollars in expense money will be 
provided. 

Contest details are being handled 
through the RiverSong radio depart- 
ment. Any full-time gospel station in- 
terested in participating should contact 
Norman Holland at 615/320-1773. 

Congratulations to Jerry Goff who 
was awarded the Southern Gospel News 
People’s Choice Favorite Male Singer 
Award. Jerry is owner and manager of 
Nashville based singing group, The 
Singing Goffs. Jerry is a prominent fig- 
ure in the Gospel Music field and he has 
made many friends over the past 30 
years, and the love and support of his 
fans is apparent with their voting him 
Favorite Male Singer. 


Look for the Goff’s brand new album, 
just released, entitled ‘Passing 
Through.” This album was recorded 
at the Granite City Studios in Mt. Airy, 
N.C., and will feature four singles to be 
released at 45 day intervals, which is a 
first in this business. Normally, no more 
than two singles are released off of any _ 
one album. All of the singles were pen- 
ned by Jerry Goff and the first to be re- 
leased is entitled “Dream About 
Heaven.” : 

It will be followed by ‘The Tree (God 
Grew for Me)” “This Might Be The 
Day” and “All Majesty, Honor and 
Praise.’’ Be listening for these new re- 
leases and request them from your 
favorite D.J. 


Once again, don’t forget the National 
Quartet Convention October 1-6 here 
in Nashville at the Municipal Auditor- 
ium. All of your favorite Gospel Quar- 
tets will be appearing sometime during 
that week. The mighty Kingsmen, will 
be appearing on Monday night, October 
1, when they are celebrating their 25th 
Anniversary in Gospel Music. 


They have a big celebration planned 
and I’m sure that you Kingsmen Fans 
will not want to miss it! 

They will also appear on Thursday, 
and Saturday, October 4 and October 6. 
For ticket information please contact 
CentraTik, 210 25th Avenue North, 
Nashville, TN. or call 615/320-7171. 

To have a brochure mailed to you, 
write the National Quartet Convention, 
54 Music Square West, Nashville, 
IN., 37203, or call 615/320-7000. V’ll 


be looking for you there! 


Bobby Jones A Hit In Israel 


Ken Apple, left, is greeted by Bobby Jones 
when the Apple Family recently guested 
on Jones’ syndicated television show, 


“Bobby Jones and The New Life Choir”. 


Officers, directors and representa- 
tives of the Gospel Music Association 
have returned to the United States fol-. 
lowing their successful tour of Israel. 

A total of thirty-five persons, includ- 
ing family members of the GMA offi- 
cials, accompanied Bobby Jones and 
New Life as the group spent nine days in 
the Holy Land. The busy agenda in- 
cluded several performances by Bobby 
Jones and New Life, board meetings, 
receptions for media, government and 
industry leaders, and presentations by 
the Mayor of Jerusalem, the Director of 


-the Department of Tourism and the 


Christian Embassy. 

Don Butler, Executive Director of the 
GMA reports the response to Bobby 
Jones and his music was tremendous, 
and many doors were opened for per- 
formances in the future. The Committee 
of the Whole also decided to award each 
member of Bobby Jones and New Life 
Silver Certificates because of the impact 


(continued on Page 23) 
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Tom Schuylzr Is A Brave Heart On 16th Avenue 


A superlative yarn-spinner by nature, 
Thom Schuyler (pronounced ‘'Sky- 
ler’), sets his stories to music on 
“Brave Heart,’’ his debut LP for Cap- 
itol Records. 

Being first and foremost a tunesmith, 
Schuvler has had his songs covered in 
the past by such artists as Kenny Rogers, 
Eddie Rabbitt and Lacy J. Dalton. Dis- 
covered last year in Nashville by Cap- 
itol A&R men, who decided to team 


him with producer David Malloy (of 
Eddie Rabbitt, The Oakridge Boys, 
Stella Parton and Badfinger fame), 
Schuyler now steps into the spotlight, 
guitar in hand, to croon in his own 
behalf. 

Originally from Bethlehem, Pa., 
Schuyler studied English literature at a 
college in Philadelphia before moving to 
New York at the age of 21. Of his mu- 
sical beginnings, Schuyler notes, “I 


never thought about choosing music as 
a career until I reached college. I got my 
first guitar when I was about 10 or 11, 
and | was really bad. I banged around 
just playing the things I liked, never 
putting a thought to composing. Once 
in college, however, I started to listen 
intently to people like Loudon Wain- 
wright and John Prine. It didn’t take me 
long to realize that writing music was in- 
evitable for me.”’ 
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A Manhattanite for the next five 
years, Schuyler became heavily involved 
in the theater, acting and playing guitar 
in off-off-Broadway productions. He 
also revolved around the New York club 
circuit in a singing duo with guitarist Bill 
Swiggard. 

Six years ago (“for no apparent 
reason,” Schuyler laughs), he moved to 
Nashville and began working for a music 
publishing firm. ‘I find Nashville much 
more conducive to composing. Al- 
though I don’t necessarily identify my- 
self with the Nashville sound, I feel very 
comfortable here.”’ 

Comfort, luckily for Schuyler, has 
spawned commercial success as well. 
Once settled in Nashville, Schuyler 
began churning out Top 10 hits includ- 
ing. “I Don’t Know Where To Start,” 
recorded by Eddie Rabbitt, the highly- 
regarded “Love Will Turn You A- 
round,” recorded by Kenny Rogers as 
the theme song of his latest movie ‘Six 
Pack,” and ‘16th Avenue,” which Lacy 
J. Dalton took to the Top 10 on the 
country singles chart, where it remained 
for 19 weeks. 

The song’s popularity comes as little 
surprise to the public, who responded 
with immediate enthusiasm to the heart- 
felt lyrics: 

“With a million dollar spirit 
And an old flat-top guitar 
They drive to town with all they own 
In a hundred dollar car. 

‘cause one time someone told them 
About a friend of a friend they knew 
Who owns, you know, a studio 
On 16th Avenue.”’: 


“Brave Heart”’ offers a platter packed 
with gut-level emotional intensity. 


Schuyler, as a singer/songwriter, sings 
what he feels and feels what he sings. He 
has cracked open the door to his life and 
allowed us to peer in at things we can all 
recognize. 
“Brave Heart” 
heart, indeed. 


is the mark of a brave 





Tom Schuylzr 


Robin Lee Brings Music To 
Life Through Her Feelings 
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Robin is new chart artist. 


It only happens just ever so often. 
The spotlights come on, bringing the 
stage into view. The young singer walks 
from the wings toward center stage. She 
moves with ease and confidence as she 
pauses and slowly brings the micro- 
phone closer to her as the music begins. 

She smiles as she starts to sing and 
suddenly, everyone knows that they 
have witnessed one of those moments. 

Just ever so often does there appear 
upon the stage a young lady who’s only 
true destiny is that of becoming a star. 


As one of country music’s newest young ~ 
faces, Robin Lee possesses such true - 


beauty, personal energy, and undeniable 
talent that there is no doubt as to her 
future as one of the reigning queens of 
country music. 

The evidence is there in her voice. It 
is reflected like a mirror from the faces 
of those who hear. It is magic in its most 
real and measurable form. 

More than just a vocal delight, Robin 
is quickly carving a permanent place for 
herself as an artist. According to fellow 
performer Narvel Felts, she has emerged 
“as one of the music industry’s brightest 
and talented newcomers among the 
rising new stars of today.” 


Nothing could be more true, but 
don’t think it has just happened by 
chance for her. ‘‘I don’t recall a point in 
my life where I ever said, Okay, I’m 
going to bea singing and recording artist. 
I guess I just always knew!” says Robin. 
Yet, her whole life has been spent in pre- 


paration for such a career. A native 
Nashvillian, she has been performing 
since she was nine years old. While in 
junior high school she formed her first 
musical group, performing together at 
talent shows, proms, and dances through 
her senior year. 

“Eventually,”’ she says, ‘“everyone’s 
ideas and styles went in opposite dir- 
ections and the group disbanded.’ How- 
ever, the experience she gained from 
such a training ground has provided her 
with the ease and confidence of a well- 
seasoned performer. 

In addition to her performing, she 
also actively supported her school as a 
cheerleader and studied with a discipline 
that allowed her to graduate with hon- 
ors, but it is her vocal training and her 
study of drama and dance that should 
prove most beneficial as her career 
expands and leads her into television 
appearances and movie roles. 

“T’ll do anything this entertainment 
business allows me to!”’ she says with a 
display of positive youthfulness. ‘But 
first I’m going to concentrate on my re- 
cording and video projects and my per- 
forming. Then we’ll see what follows.” 

Since graduating from high school, 
she notes that she “really got serious”’ 
about pursuing a career in music. Her 
first break came when she teamed to- 
gether with Nashville producer Johnny 
Morris. After seeing her perform one 
evening, he was obviously impressed 


” 
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Carol Chase Doing What Feels Right 


“or the first time, it feels right—I’m 
very comfortable with what’s happen- 
ing right now with my singing career.” 

Those are the words of MCA/Pano- 
rama artist Carol Chase, asultry-voiced, 
hazel-eyed beauty who has hada number 
one country song, performed on two 
successful soundtrack LP’s, sung the 
theme song for a TV series and recorded 
several national jingles. 

Carol is proud of these successes. She 
wrote ‘‘We Belong Together,’’ which 
Susie Allanson recorded for a number 
one hit, was featured on the ‘Every 
Which Way But Loose” soundtrack 
(she also performed on the ‘‘Grease”’ 





album), sang the theme for TV’s ‘‘Har- 
per Valley PTA” series, and cut jingles 
for Yamaha, McDonald’s and others. 
In addition to these accomplishments, 
Carol has recorded two solo albums (on 
the now-defunct Casablanca West 
label). Still, she believes that her Pano- 


rama work, cut with producer Jerry 
Crutchfield in Nashville, represents the 
“real”? Carol Chase for the first time. 


“The timing feels so right in every- 
thing that’s happened,” said Carol, who 
wears her beautiful auburn hair below 
the shoulder and keeps her 5’ 4” frame 
in excellent shape with daily swims. “I’m 


only the second artist signed to Pano- 
rama (the other is Lee Greenwood), I’m 
living in Nashville at a time in my life 
when the lifestyle fits perfectly, and I 
believe I’ve just now found who I really 
am as a writer and singer. 

“Tt’s also good timing to work with 
Jerry Crutchfield, who is ‘hot’ as a pro- 
ducer—but I’ve admired his work for 
years, ever since | heard Dave Loggins’ 
‘Please Come to Boston,’ ’’(which Jerry 
also produced). 

Carol finds that Nashville, where she 
and her daughter have lived for the past 
year, suits her personality better than 
Los Angeles, where she lived from 
1975-82. Born and raised in Stanley, 
North Dakota, she moved to Los Ange- 
les after graduating from the University 
of North Dakota. 

In Los Angeles she quickly pursued 
her dream of becoming a recording art- 
ist. Carol was a featured singer at Dis- 
neyland, and found work as a solo singer 
on numerous commercial jingles, in- 
cluding McDonald’s, Yamaha, Lite Beer, 
Chevrolet and others. Around this time 
she also gained experience as a back- 
ground singer on studio sessions. 

Carol’s voice can be heard on albums 
by Hank Williams Jr., Tanya Tucker, 
Juice Newton, T. G. Sheppard, Razzy 
Bailey, Brenda Lee, Dean Martin and 
others. She has also toured as a backup 
singer in the road shows of such artists as 
Charlie Rich, Engelbert Humperdinck, 
Debby Boone and John Schneider. 


While living in L.A. she worked with 
producers Snuff Garrett and Norbert 
Putnam, releasing two Casablanca West 
albums and several singles _ which 
reached the top 40 on national country 
charts. Her West Coast associations also 
led to exposure on the ‘Every Which 
Way But Loose” and ‘‘Grease”’ albums. 
She was later the voice of Loni Ander- 
son on the TV movie “Country Gold.” 

“T feel-as if the work I have done to 
date has been a preview of what’s to 
come, a learning experience,’ Carol °- 
said. ‘Now I know better who I am, as 
an artist and a person, and | think it 
helps me sing with more honesty, and to 
write songs that are really me. I have a 
bluesy, almost R&B-type of country 
sound as a singer, and for the first time 
I’m writing ‘soulful’ songs I can do 
myself.” 

"Nashville is a real energetic and 
creative place. I’m from a small town, so 
I fell much more comfortable here than 
in L.A.,” she said. ‘I need four seasons. 
I think that’s an advantage as a writer as 
well—the change of weather and seasons 
gives you different moods to write 
from.” Carol also looks forward to 
taking an occasional ski trip to a nearby 
state when her schedule permits. 

Speaking of songwriting, Carol has 
been doing a fair share of that at MCA 
Music/Nashville (which Crutchfield 
heads), with such tunesmiths as Way- 
land Holyfield, J. D. Martin, Steve Dia- 
mond, Austin Roberts and others. 
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Robin Lee 
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with what he heard and immediately 
introduced her to Don Bedell, President 
of the Nashville-based Evergreen Rec- 
ords, who signed her to his label shortly 
thereafter. Since that time, she has re- 
leased a steady string of incréasingly 
successful chart singles including 
“Turning Back The Covers”. (1982 
Memphis Music Awards Song Of. The 
Year), “Heart For A Heart,’’ and the 
Top Fifty hit ‘Angel In Your Arms,” 
among others, as well as her debut al- 


_ bum entitled simply ‘Robin.”’ 


“We were all thrilled with the success 
of ‘Angel In Your Arms,’ ” she says. “IT 
think that one record helped things fall 
into place and point me in the right 
direction. Of course, I had the help and 
encouragement of Johnny Morris and 
Don Bedell behind me. Both have pro- 


-vided me with their musical knowledge 


and business experience. They’re a 
tough team!”’ 

“In addition to her record projects, 
Robin has also recently entered the 
world of music videos. Her first project 
was a concept video of her rousing 
version of the pop standard ‘Want 
Ads,”’ which won critical acclaim from 
music video critics and national viewing 
audiences alike after entering regular 
rotation on the Country Music Satellite 
Network. ‘Shooting a video was very 
hard work and took very long hours,” 
she notes. ‘At first I was somewhat 
nervous, but that lasted for about thirty 
minutes. Although it was strictly busi- 
ness for everyone involved, I never had 
so much fun,” she continues. ‘‘We were 
all excited about how well the finished 
product turned out.” 

Realistically, she does admit that the. 
ups and downs that come with a per- 
forming career can be at times dis- 
couraging. 

“But only for a short time,”’ she adds. 
“J just keep in mind that everyone is 
working hard for me and if they have 
such dedicated faith in me, how can 1 not 
have confidence and faith in myself? If 
it wasn’t for the help of so many others, 
I wouldn’t even have acareer. Everyone, 
including my family, has been very sup- 
portive, although I think my parents are 
somewhat shocked with my decision to 
pursue a performing career. When I was 
younger, I was a tomboy witha capital T! 
I wouldn’t even sing for my family until I 
was thirteen. But now, I’ve gone through 
a tremendous transformation and | 
couldn’t ask for a more supportive 
group of family and friends.”’ 

All in all, Robin Lee is indeed a very 
special person. She possesses all of the 
necessary ingredients of a true star in the 
making and she obviously loves what 
she has chosen as her life’s career. Her 
many years of hard work and training in 


preparation for what lies ahead has paid 


off in numerous returns. Asa young and 
developing new talent, she will be the 
one to watch in the years to come, for 
through her pure and natural voice com- 
bined with her honest beauty and amaz- 
ingly diverse talents, she is sure to reach 
the very top in a very short amount of 
time. As it was said before, it only 
happens just ever so often. 
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THE WHITES 
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ties they -recorded five critically ac- ~ 
claimed bluegrass albums on a number 
of independent labels and performed ex- 
tensively at festivals and fairs and in 
Nashville area clubs. The growing inter- 
national interest in bluegrass music 
brought them to Japan, as well as many 
other Far Eastern countries. 

The Whites also performed i in Europe 
and Ireland. 

_Another fortunate ern of events oc- 
curred when The Whites met a young 
country singer by the name of Emmylou | 
Harris at a Washington, D.C., concert. 
It was 1975 and they were to keep in 
close. contact. with Emmylou over the 
next three years, singing backstage after 
concerts and developing a tight creative 
rapport. 

In 1978, Emmylou asked Sharon and’. 
Cheryl to sing back-up on one of her 
most successful LP’s, “Blue Kentucky 
Girl.” 

The Whites’ subsequently opened for 
the renowned country songstress on 
numerous dates and on their last tour 
with her they met guitarist Ricky Skaggs, 
who they’d first been introduced to in 
1971 during Ricky’s stint with Ralph 
Stanley. In 1981, Sharon and Ricky 
were married in Nashville at a ceremony 
attended by many of Music City’s best 
known artists. 

The Whites continue to maintain a 
heavy touring schedule, including open- 
ing shows for Ricky Skaggs, and recently 
yet another of Buck’s four daughters, 
Rosanna has joined The Whites’ vocal 
line-up. As a result of a four-song demo 
tape recorded in late ’81, The Whites 
were signed to Curb Records and work 
was begun immediately on a new album. 


The result is Old Familiar Feeling, 
which features such long-time Whites’ 
concert favorites as ‘‘Pipeliner Blues” 
and the gospel classic, ‘Follow The 
Leader.” Other standout cuts include 
the Rick and Janis Carnes and Chip 
Hardy compositions, ‘You Put The 
Blue In Me” and ‘Hangin’ Around,” 
along with the Sonny Throckmorton 
standard, ‘I’ll Be Lovin’ You.” 

“Old Familiar Feeling” is a collection 
of sparkling musical gems from one of 
America’s first families of country mu- 
sic--The Whites. 

The Whites recently left Warner 
Bros. to sign with MCA Records. Look 
for a new single and album to be coming 
from them soon. 


Vern Hits #1 


Compleat Records and Compleat 
recording artist, Vern Gosdin, recently 
celebrated their first number one record 
with Gosdin’s, ‘I Can Tell By The Way 
You Dance (You’re Gonna Love Me 
Tonight)”’ certified by both Billboard 
and Cashbox Magazines. 

Gosdin first broke into the country 
charts in 1967 with “Hangin’ On.” 
Since then Gosdin’s career has been 
marked by numerous top 10 hits includ- 
ing ‘‘Till The End,” ‘Never My Love,” 

“"Dream Of Me,” and “Today My 
World Slipped Away.” 
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Ray Charles Defines Soul 
In Every Song He Performs 























Ray Charles Brought Soul To Country Music Fans. 


It is almost impossible to capture a 
portrait of Ray Charles in words, sen- 
tences, paragraphs, even as no one has 
been able to capture ‘“‘soul”’ in a concise, 
definitive way. 

Yet, there is a distinct possibility that 
Ray Charles is soul. 

The genius of Charles is his baring of 
his person, his soul, to his audience. For 
more than 30 years he has done precisely 
this, touching all people. His music 
transcends all barriers of language, cul- 
ture, educational differences and runs 
the gamut of musical fashions, making 
rhythm and blues, rock and country all 
uniquely his element, communicable to 
no less large an audience than the generic 
group ‘homo sapiens”’ - people. 

In his own way, Ray defines soul as 
“when you take a song and make it part 
of you...a part that’s so true, so real, 
people think it must have happened to 
you...soul is like electricity, like a spirit, 
a drive, a power.” 

An accomplished musician, he taught 
himself to play and write for every brass 
and wind instrument in an orchestra, 
specializing in piano, organ and sax. He 
composes and arranges, and his pro- 
ficiency in a recording studio has given 
rise to the rumor that Ray Charles can 
really see. 

Ray Charles Robinson was not born 
L'ind; only poor. In 1930, he arrived as 
the first son to Aretha and Bailey Robin- 
son in Albany, Ga. His father did odd 
jobs as a handyman, while his mother 
took in washing. The sun of fortune did 
not shine on the Robinsons, but there 
was a warmth of family love and of per- 
sonal hope. 


Rhythm and blues, jazz, gospel, coun- 
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Sts - Songwriters 


Applications now being accepted for 
individuals and groups to appear on a National 
Television Network weekly program. 
Requirements: 

1. Must Have Original Compositions 

2. Multitrack audio or be willing to complete 

3. Furnish all appropriate releases 

4. Must complete video in Nashville 

5. Meet our standards of Quality 


For Details and Audition - Call or Write: 
Landmark Audio/Video of Nashville 
Nashville, TN 37212 





1106 18th Ave. South 
(615) 321-0636 


(Call for appointment — No walk-ins Please) 
No Collect Calls Accepted 
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240 STORIES ABOUT 
THE STARS ALL 
IN ONE BOOK! 


Best Seller 
Country Music Trivia _ 


try, pop, romantic ballads—Charles has 
drawn on them all to forge his unique 
and unimitable style. He has delivered 
unto the world a body of music that has, 
quite literally, made him a legend in his 
own time. 

“Twas born with music inside me,” 
states Ray. “Music was one of my 
parts...it was a necessity for me—like 
food or water. And I remember an old 
gentleman named Mr. Wiley Pittman 
who had an old beat up piano on his 
front porch. I’d go over and stand by the 
piano and listen, and pretty soon he’d 
move over and make room for me and 
I’d sit down and bang away up on the § 
high keys. ‘Course, I wasn’t playin’ 
nuthin,’ and he knew it. But he’d smile 
and he’d say, ‘Thass good, thass so good, 
sonny. But you gotta practice.’ ”’ 

Ray once told an interviewer, ‘‘People 
should never be bitter about anything. 
They should go out into the world and 
learn to keep fighting for themselves.” 
The source of this philosophy was his 
mother’s statement to her blind seven 
year old, “You're blind, not stupid. You 
lost your sight, not your mind.” 

He has given the world such other 
classics as ‘Georgia,’ ‘Hit The Road 
Jack,”’ ‘‘Busted” and ‘‘Crying Time,” 
and two volumes of ‘Modern Sounds 
Of Country And Western Music,” 
recorded in 1962 and 1965, that fea- 
tured enduring titles like ‘Born To 
Lose,’’ ‘Take These Chains From My 
Heart,” ‘You Don’t Know Me,” 
‘Makin’ Believe,” ‘Your Cheatin’ 
Heart” and “I Can’t Stop Lovin’ You.”’ 
Both albums were certified gold, and 
today remain two of his most remem- 
bered accomplishments. 






Perfect 
For Gifts 


Now you can know all about country music’s greatest 
stars in this fact-filled book. 

ORDER NOW — SEND $4.95 (postage included) 
TO: FACTS, FALLACIES & FOLKLORE 
1300 Division St. Suite 205 
Nashville, TN 37203 









Name 
Address 
City/State/Zip 















Like The Country Music 


COUNTRY 
SONG 
ROUNDUP 


Is Getting Bigger 
And Better 
All The Time! 


Don't miss out on your subscription to the all- 
new Country Song Roundup, the most complete 
country music magazine on the market today. 
Country Song Roundup now features: 

*More pages | 

*More photos 

*More interviews 

*More words to songs 

*More of everything you enjoyed before 

Country Song Roundupis respected by both the 
fans who read it and the stars who are featured in 
it. It covers the world of country music so com- 
pletely that nothing else even comes close. 

Each month, Country Song Roundup carries 
up-to-date features on the stars who make country 
music come alive. Interviews with people like 
Dolly Parton, Loretta Lynn, Kenny Rogers, Merle 
Haggard, Charley Pride, Dottie West, Alabama, 
Conway Twitty, and more, are packed into each 
issue of Country Song Roundup. 

In addition, Country Song Roundup covers 
reviews of the latest albums and carries candid 
photos that can’t be found anyplace else. An added 
bonus is the popular question and answer section 
with country superstar Bill Anderson. 

After you read through one issue of the new 
Country Song Roundup, you'll see for yourself 
that it’s the best country music magazine that your 
money can buy. : 

Don’t be left behind when the all-new Country 
Song Roundup hits the newsstands. Order your 
subscription today! 


ert tae = | AOC I a 
COUNTRY SONG ROUNDUP Dept. CMI 
CHARLTON BLDG., DERBY, CONN. 06418 
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* DO Interbank No 

Mastercharge 

. Visa Bankamericard No Over Name 


O00 


Customer Phone No 





Customer Signature 
Name 
Address 


City _ State Zip 


Gentlemen: Enclosed is Cash 0 Check 0 Moneyorder 0 
Canada please add 25'%.-foreign 50%. 


0 $9.00 for 6 issues 
O $1700 for 12 issues 
ONew Subscription (check one) O Renewal 
Please enter my subscription to COUNTRY SONG 
ROUNDUP today. 
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Advertise now in the New Classified 
Section of ‘‘Country Music Inquirer”! 
Be the first to advertise any concerts, 
festivals, fan clubs or Special services. 

Start your advertising just in time for 
tourist season. Don’t pass up your 
chance! Take advantage of the lowest 
rates around, only 50¢ per word per 
insertion. (10.00) minimum. Mail your 
message along with check or money 
order right away to: 

COUNTRY MUSIC INQUIRER 
1300 Division St./ Suite 205 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 
615/255-6090 


FAN CLUBS 


BENNY WILSON FAN CLUB 
P.O. Box 3915 
Port Arthur, Texas 77642 
(409) 962-2985 


Membership dues are $5.00 annually! 

Fan Club package consists of: 8 x 10 

autographed picture, bio, membership 
card, badge and six newsletters. 


FOR SALE 


R.V. OWNERS: Thousand Trails 
Charter Membership which entitles 
“owners to use all present and future 
preserves. Selling price $4,000. $2,500. 
below market price. 

Call (509) 884-7034 or write: 
HOWARD SHEAFFER, 510 15th St., 

N.E. / E. Wenatchee, WA 98801. 


LENS FROUCTION—_—_= 
BEGINNERS COUNTRY FIDDLE 
& GUITAR LESSONS: Now you can 
learn to play country fiddle or guitar. 
Six different courses taught with sheet 
‘tablature & a 90 minute cassette tape 
with each course. Write now for FREE 
brochure with complete information. 
GLEN WATERS MUSIC LESSONS 
Box 10662, Odessa, TX 79762. 


PLAY STEEL GUITAR: Simplified 
Mini-Course shows how! Tuning and 
Chord charts for Electric, Hawaiian & 
Dobro guitars included. Only $3.00 
postpaid. Guaranteed. Catalog FREE! 
Aloha Publishers, Box 20374-CMI, 
Dallas, Texas 75220-0374. 


Moving? 


Country Music 

Inquirer would like to 

be notified of your new 

address as least 4 weeks in 

advance. If you are plan- 

ning a move, please attach 

your mailing label in the 

space provided. CMI can 

not be responsible for issues not 
delivered to your new address 
unless we are notified in advance! 
We don’t want you to miss a single 
issue of Country Music Inquirer! 


MAIL TO: 

Country Music Inquirer 
1300 Division St. 

Suite 205 

Nashville, TN 37203 





PROMOTION 


PREMIER RECORD 
PROMOTIONS 


Will promote your record! For information: 
call 615/256-1497 or write: 
P.O. Box 101303, Nashville, TN ¢ 
37210-1303 


JUDD RECORDS 


is looking for new talent. 
Past Hits include original recordings of: 
“WHOLE LOTTA SHAKIN’ GOIN’ ON” 
“SEE YOU LATER, ALLIGATOR” 


“ONE MONKEY DON’T STOP NO SHOW” 


Write today for further details. 
JUDD RECORDS 
c/o James Satterwhite 
1300 Division St. / Suite 205 
Nashville, TN 37203 





RECORDS 


RARE imports, Marty Robbins, Patsy 
Montana, Elton Britt, Sons of the Pio- 
neers, Bob Wills, others, free list, 
Westside Records, Box 157, Jenks, 
Oklahoma 74037 


ORDER Ray Sanders latest single— 
“You’re Gonna Break Your Daddy’s 
Heart” written by Roy Ownbey. Send 
$2.00 to: Ray Sanders, 2121 Newcastle 
#8, Cardiff, CA 92007 


ROY Hall sings Hank Williams on 8 
Track Tapes. Available for $8.00. Send 
orders to: ROY SINGS HANK, 1300 
Division St., Suite 205, 
Nashville, TN 37203 


NEW FROM BEAR FAMILY! BEX 
15127 JOHNNY CASH: Bitter Tears - 
reissue of rare CBS LP plus two songs - 
all his Indian songs on one LP! and BFX 
151146 MARTY ROBBINS: In The 
Wild West - first in a series of albums 
reissuing all of his gunfighter songs - this 
one has 16 recordings, two of them 
never issued before. Each album is 
$9.98 (plus $2 shipping for up to 5 
records) from DOWN HOME MUSIC 
/CMI, 10341 San Pablo Ave., El 
Cerrito, California 94530. 

MERLE TRAVIS - Finally back in print: 
‘Walkin’ the Strings,’ Capitol album 
from 1960 - fine fingerpicking by guitar 
genius - order Pathe 155 0801 for $8.50 
plus $2 shipping from DOWN HOME 
MUSIC/CMI, 10341 San Pablo, Ave., 
El Cerrito, California 94530. 


PLACE OLD LABEL HERE 
FROM RECENT ISSUE 


NEW ADDRESS 
Name 
Address 
City/State/Zip 


Phone 
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Southern American 


Record Pressing Co. Inc. 


Custom Records 
Full Service Pressing 
from Tape to Disc 
Call Collect for Prices 


(615) 256-2521 


305-11th Avenue South 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 


SPEEDY WEST & JIMMY BRYANT - 
Legendary album ‘2 Guitars Country 
Style’’ finally reissued - 12 great instru- , 
mentals! Order Pathe 155 0831 for 
$8.50 plus $2 shipping from DOWN 
HOME MUSIC/CMI, 10341 San Pablo 
Ave., El Cerrito, California 94530. . 


GEORGE JONES — 20 great United 
Artists recordings made 1962-1966 — 
several excellent duets with Melba 
Montgomery on this bargain import - 
order Liberty (U.K.) 26 0042-1 ‘The 
King Of Country Music” for $7.98 plus 
$2 shipping from DOWN HOME 
MUSIC/CMI, 10341 San Pablo Ave., 
El Cerrito, California 94530. 


BOB WILLS & HIS TEXAS PLAY- 
BOYS — Long awaited second album of 
reissues from the Tiffany Transcriptions 
made in the 1940’s - 14 of Bob’s best. 
known songs and tunes. Order Kaleido- 
scope F-19 ‘Best Of The Tiffanys”’ for 
$7.98 plus $2 shipping from DOWN 
HOME MUSIC/CMI, 10341 San Pablo 
Ave., El Cerrito, California 94530. 


HANK WILLIAMS COLLECTORS 


will want to get this superb 11 LP box 


set from Japan: all his MGM recordings 


plus rare Grand Ole Opry recordings. 
Superb pressings and sound. $110, plus 
$4 shipping, from DOWN HOME 
MUSIC/CMI, 10341 San Pablo Ave., 
El Cerrito, California 94530. 


MOST COMPLETE CATALOG OF 
COUNTRY LP’S IN THE WORLD — 
1983/84 Country Music Catalog from 
Down Home Music - 80 pages - infor- 
mation on almost 2000 albums, with 
artists’ biographies, annotated album 
listings, rare photos - includes country/ 
western, western swing, cowboy music, 
some bluegrass and old-timey — $3 
from DOWN HOME MUSIC/CMI, 
10341 San Pablo Ave., El Cerrito, 
California 94530. 


SONGS 


WILLIE Nelson Songwriters Urgently 
Need Your Songs & Poems. Possible 
$20,000 In Cash — Send Songs Now 
To: Music City Co-Writers, 
Box 101066, Nashville, TN 37210 


YOUR Song Deserves To Be Heard. We 
can make it real! Ready for market 
recording of your song the way you want 
to hear it. Contact: Ghost. Writer, 
Box 4696, Annapolis, MD., 21403. 

























YOUR Ad could be here! Write or Call 
THE COUNTRY MUSIC INQUIRER 
1300 Division St., Suite 205 
Nashville, TN 37203 
(615) 255-6090 





RREREEE 


$100,000 
CASH & 
PRIZES 


101 cities, clubs and radio 
stations throughout the USA 
are holding auditions weekly 
for 5 weeks between July and 

September. One local winner in 
each club. Johnny Lee and 

Lane Brody to host finals 
November 2, 1984 in Nashville, 
Tn. For further information, 
call Jack Spero, collect 
(615) 254-7777 or write 
Wild Turkey Battle of 
Country Bands, 
50 Lindsley Ave., 
Nashville, Tn. 37210. 
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Contact them at P.O. Box 23109, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., 37202. Jim Varney has 

- launched a fan club with Roland Har- 
ter in the driver’s seat, P.O. Box 112, 
St. Johns, Mich., 48879-0112. 

Big Al Downing is anxious to get his 
recently-launched fan club operating at 
full tilt. The lady in charge is Lois 
Simons, R.R. 1, Alden, lowa, 50006. 
Razzy Bailey has produced a recording 
session for Texas’ new Canyon group 
and you are sure to be hearing more 
from them shortly. Their fan club is 
operating from P.O. Box 1224, Deni- 
son, Tex., 75020, with Jan Jones pre- 
siding. 

Nancy Van Putte has moved to Mu- 
sic City and the new addresses for T. G. 
Sheppard’s, Ronny Robbins’ and 
Randy Barlow’s fan clubs are now 
P.O. Box 50727, Nashville, Tenn., 
37205. 


Didja’ know...in the 1940s and 50s, 
Gene Autry drew more fan mail than 
even Clark Gable or Shirley Temple? 

And didja’ know Ray Price has fol- 
lowed fellow-Texan, Jimmy Dean into 
the sausage business? Price’s Cherokee 
Farms Sausage is on grocers’ shelves in 
the Dallas/Fort Worth area with ex- 
pansion plans now on the drawing 
boards. By the way, Mike Grulkey 
heads Price’s fan club from Rt. 3, Box 
144, Huntsville, Ark., 72740. 

Damages were estimated at a million 
dollars when fire destroyed the home of 
Helen Carter Jones, eldest daughter of 
the late Mother Maybelle Carter, in 
Dickson, Tenn., sometime ago. The 
blaze, which started when a hot water 
tank exploded, also destroyed family 
photos, historical documents, a 100- 
year-old fiddle and a family mandolin. 

Helen was able to save her mother’s 
original guitar. Now the Carter Family’s 
fan club has launched a campaign to 
replace a lot of the photos, clippings and 
memorabelia. Pennsylvania Represen- 


Talking Bible Company presents... 


The World’s Best Selling Book 


TERN, NEW 





Send Check or 


Money Order 
1300 Division St. 


Suite 105 
Nashville, TN 37203 


615-255-6090 
615-255-6092 


50-80% Off 
Regular Prices 


RATTLESNAKE Leather Laced Belts 


“Bible.. 


CASSETTE TAPE 


$79.95 


Old Testament 


$39.95 


New Testament 


Five Popular Translations to choose from 


¢ KING JAMES VERSION ¢ NEW AMERICAN 


STANDARD « NEW INTERNATIONAL 
VERSION « LIVING BIBLE VERSION 
¢ REVISED STANDARD VERSION 





FIRST TIME 


WHOLESALE PRICES 


RANGER STYLE Belts with RATTLESNAKE inlay (Buckle included) 


RATTLESNAKE Leather Laced Buckles 


RATTLESNAKE HATBANDS (Adjustable to fit any size hat) 
RATTLESNAKE HATBANDS (With head and open mouth. fangs showing, adjustable) 


RATTLESNAKE SKINS TANNED — Soft.and pliable 


Small 2% - 3% ft 
Medium 3% - 4 


Add $2.50 for shipping and handling. Texas Residents add 5% sales tax. Dallas area residents add 6% sales tax 


Call or Write 


MAVERICK TRADING POST CO. 


,@ 


= Home of 
‘TEXAS RATTLESNAKE CO.’ 


P.O. Box 815747 


Farmers Branch, TX 75381-5747 


Phone (214)243-0046 





tative, Myrna Deasy, 106 Rosewood 
Drive, Glenshaw, Penna., 15116 is in 
charge of collecting all items. 

If you have original newspaper 
stories/clippings that you do not want 
to part with, photo copies would be 
appreciated. All materials received will 
be turned over to the Carter Family. 
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Peggy Marsheck is president of that 
fan club, P.O. Box 1371, Henderson- 
ville, Tenn., 37075. 

The August issue of the Country 
Music Association’s Close-Up Maga- 
zine featured a cover story on fan club- 
bing in today’s music industry. Thanks 


folks! 





Bobby Jones / GMA. wei on Page 


the group had on audiences during their 


stay in Jerusalem: _ 


The group appeared first during an 
evening concert at a kibbutz outside of 
Jerusalem. The next appearance was in 
an afternoon performance at Liberty 
Bell Park, which is part of Israel’s One 
Month Music Festival, then at an Israeli 
nightclub, Jerusalem of Gold, that eve- 
ning. Finally, the group appeared at the 
closing of the Music and Film Festival 
at the Ramada Renaissance Hotel. 

The effect of those performances was 
stunning in each instance. The repertory 
presented not only showcased the group 


50-80% Off 
Regular Prices 


«<p 


For the BEST in Recording 


615-256-3726 






WRITE OR CALL 
FOR INFORMATION 


at its best, but also had an impact on the 
audiences. 
During the meeting of the Committee 


of the Whole, it was agreed and decided 
to establish a forest in Israel in the name 
of the Gospel Music Association. 
Also, as a special thank you to Polly 
Grimes, who was instrumental in 


making the tour and concerts possible, 
the GMA representatives arranged to 
plant a number of trees in her honor in 
Israel. The cost of planting a tree is $6, 
and it was recommended that the tree 
planting program be open to all mem- 
bers. 







Thanks to the many fans who wrote 
about my book, ‘Hank Williams From 
Life To Legend”. The book is available 

for $6.00 post-paid. —Jerry Rivers 
SEND $6.00 TO: LEGEND 
P.O. BOX 121585 
NASHVILLE, TN 37212 _ 


* Our ONLY Business is Music” 


ee 
_ ART THOMAS 


RECORD PROMOTIONS 


P.O. Box 17304 
NASHVILLE, TN 37217 
(615) 646-1076 











From Nashville — Music City, USA 
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ERNEST TUBB 
Featuring SHOW 


The Texas Troubadours 
Willie Nelson 

Cal Smith 

Jack Greene 

Jeannie Seely 


THE BEST 6 


(also 


Featuring 9 Great Songs Including: 


Hello Wails 


Music City US.A. 


Full Length Motion Picture Featuring: 


Loretta Lynn 
Wilburn Brothers 
Jean Shepard 
Osborne Brothers 
Webb Pierce 
Charlie Louvin 
Jimmy C. Newman 
Dave Dudley 


Full Length Motion Picture Featuring: 


Sheb Wooley 
Hillous Butrum 
Lonzo & Oscar 


bil 
County I 
BROADWAY 


Full Length Motion Picture With: 
George Jones 

Hank Williams Jr. 

Hank Williams’ wife, Miss Audrey 
Hank Snow 

Ferlin Husky 

Bill Anderson 


TY 
& ELLS 


JOHN 
WRIGHT 
FAMILY SHOW 
With Johnny & Jack 
Bobby Wright 
Bill Phillips 


Tennessee Mountain Boys 
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Expand you video 
cassette library with 
this rare collection of 
your favorite Country 
Music Stars early in 
their careers. 


Order your Country 
Music Nostalgia 
Today! 

Please specify BETA or VHS 


Only 


53.995 


Mission Records will pay all postage 
and handling. 

Dealer inquiries invited. 

You can charge your order to VISA 
or MASTERCARD. 


We Supply Custom Records & Tapes 
Call Our TOLL FREE Number for a 


Personalized Quotation 
on Your 45’s, Albums or Cassettes. 


1(800)251-3464 


WWUSSION 


RECORDS, inc. 


44 Music Square East / Nashville, TN 37203 / (615) 256-4951 / TOLL FREE 1-800-251-3464 





